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Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Marti-
nique 

Population: 113, 094 (July 2020 est.)1 

Size: 344 sq. km.2 

In addition to the island of Grenada, 
the tri-island state of Grenada 
includes two smaller islands – 

Carriacou and Petite Martinique. 
The population and size include all 

three islands. 

 

 

 
 
 

COVID-19 data and timeline 
 

Number of cases 29 [0.026% of the pop-
ulation vs 0.01% in the Caribbean re-

gion]3 

Number of fatalities 0 [0% of cases]4 

Schools closed on 16 March 2020; reo-
pened in 7 September (schools operate 

with various approaches, including 
blended learning, shifts, to reduce ca-

pacity for face-to-face sessions) 

Travel restrictions enacted on 22 March 
and lifted on 1 August 2020, with a col-
our coded system based on risk level of 

source5 countries, to commercial and 
charter air traffic. 

 

 
1 Data source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publica-
tions/the-world-factbook/geos/gj.html 
2 Data source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publica-
tions/the-world-factbook/geos/gj.html 
3Data source: https://covid19.gov.gd/ 
4 Ibid  
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COVID-19 on Grenada 

On 22 March 2020, Grenada closed its borders 
to air and sea commercial traffic, on the same 
day that the first imported case of COVID-19 
was announced. In a preemptive move, the 
Government of Grenada closed all schools on 
16 March, while introducing other measures, 
such as ‘social distancing’, a term the Prime 
Minister referred to as being new7. The St. 
George’s University, one of the largest private 
employers on the island, asked its ‘international 
students’ to return home during that same pe-
riod8 and all hotels began to shut down (impacts 
to be discussed in the next section), while the 
general population struggled to adhere to the 
voluntary calls for social distancing and best 
public hygiene practices. The plea by the au-
thorities, seemed to have fallen on deaf ears, 
resulting in a 21-day limited state of emergency 
being imposed on the country. Limited access 
to food, medical and other essential services 
was allowed between the hours of 5:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.9 Unfortunately, the number of 
cases of COVID-19 continued to rise, with more 
imported cases identified, with some traceable 
to patient zero. This led to the imposition of a 
24-hour/7-day mandatory curfew which began 
on 30 March, 2020 and was eventually ex-
tended to 20 April, 2020. All these mitigation 
measures were supported by the Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) (N0 2), Statutory Rules 
and Orders # 16 (SRO 16) 2020 promulgated 
on Monday, 30 March, 2020; and was updated 
on a weekly basis.  

As of 1 November, 2020, Grenada reported 
twenty-nine (29) cases of COVID19 infections, 
with twenty-seven (27) recoveries and no fatal-
ities. International travel recommenced on Au-
gust 1, 2020 with a limited number of charter 
and commercial flights. Source countries were 
zoned based on risk levels. Passengers travel-
ling from low risk counties require a negative 
PCR test taken within 7-days of arriving into 

 
7 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/prime-minis-
ters-address-on-covid-19/ 
8 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/st-georges-uni-
versity-follows-guidance-to-stem-the-spread-of-covid-
19/ 

Grenada, with no quarantine restrictions on ar-
rivals, while those from high-risk countries are 
required to be quarantined for 4-days. Resi-
dents with a negative PCR test taken on the 
fourth day will be allowed to enter the commu-
nity, while visitors may choose to test and if 
tested negative can enter the community. Ho-
tels can apply to reopen under strict guidelines. 
In the meantime, the ‘limited state of emer-
gency’ is still in effect, with no curfew, but citi-
zens are required to wear face coverings when 
outside their places of residence, which is en-
forced when entering public and private spaces 
and on public transportation. Mass gatherings 
are restricted in numbers, especially at funerals 
and weddings. Schools and churches have re-
opened, with schools operating under shift sys-
tems and blended learning. Grenada is open 
once again for business but, as with many 
places, it looks a bit different as social distanc-
ing and face coverings are imposed and po-
liced. 

Key socioeconomic pressures in 
Grenada during COVID-19  

At the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, espe-
cially during the three weeks of the 24/7 curfew, 
the socioeconomic challenges escalated. One 
of the greatest impacts was the loss of jobs, 
mainly in the tourism sector, with many nega-
tive spin-off effects on support services such 
transportation, agriculture and construction. An-
other key impact was the closure of the St. 
George’s University (SGU). An International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) report noted: “…plummet-
ing hotel occupancy rates, mounting request for 
moratoria on debt servicing, dwindling con-
structing and investment activity and other 
sharp adverse ripple effects of the outbreak 
across all economic sectors”10. Moreover, the 
report projected a decline in tourism exports 
(such as revenues from internal purchases) of 

9 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/announcement-
of-limited-state-of-emergency/ 
10 https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Is-
sues/2020/05/13/Grenada-Request-for-Disbursement-Un-
der-the-Rapid-Credit-Facility-Press-Release-Staff-Re-
port-49412 
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about 50% year-on-year in 2020, exacerbated 
by the closure of the SGU, with an overall de-
cline in economic growth of approximately -
9.2% in 202011. In August 2020, the Govern-
ment of Grenada revised its revenue collection 
downward, projecting a decline of approxi-
mately 40% due to COVID-1912.   

Job losses, and the closure of small businesses 
such as barber shops and hair salons, fishing, 
agriculture, construction and bars; and the ces-
sation of the private sector-driven public trans-
portation system, resulted in a stark impact on 
the livelihoods of many of the persons involved 
in these micro-small-medium enterprises 
(MSME). To ease the pain the Government ini-
tiated an economic support package13, includ-
ing assistance to hundreds of these MSME 
owners, with subsistence support for three 
months. Salary support was also provided to 
the tourism and hospitality sector. Moreover, as 
fishers were not allowed to ply their trade for a 
while, fish as a healthy protein faced a tempo-
rary shortage; while locally grown fruits and 
vegetables also went into short supply, as farm-
ers had limited or no access to their farms. Alt-
hough there was no chronic shortage of food 
and other basic necessities, the impact on indi-
viduals who lost their source of income was pro-
found. 

Generally, social life is not the same as before 
the pandemic, as social activities are restricted 
by law. This includes parties, mass beach gath-
erings and other normal social activities. For the 
first time in many years, Grenada did not have 
its carnival celebration, which occurs in August 
of each year. As is the case with many Carib-
bean islands, Carnival is normally one of Gre-
nada’s most popular traditional social activities, 
bringing with it a spike in social networking and 
economic activity, contributing to growth. In 
fact, what appeared to be a ‘protest-like’ activity 
occurred on the two scheduled days of carnival 

 
11 Ibid  
12https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/08/government-to-
collect-181-million-less-in-revenue-due-to-covid-19/  
13 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/prime-minis-
ters-national-address-20-march-2020/ 
 

as revelers took to the street, claiming that they 
‘needed to release the stresses of lockdown’. 

Post Covid-19 recovery on Grenada: 
A different approach 

The key approach to Grenada’s post COVID-19 
recovery is enshrined in the Government’s ap-
pointment of seven (7) subcommittees as part 
of the task force for rebuilding Grenada’s econ-
omy14:  

1. Tourism and citizen by investment (CBI) 

2. Construction (private and public) 

3. Education services (St. George’s Univer-
sity) 

4. Micro-small and medium enterprise  

5. Agriculture and fisheries  

6. Wholesale and retail trading and manu-
facturing  

7. E-commerce/digitization  

These committees were tasked with drawing-up 
sector-related plans for recovery. Although the 
initial plans delivered to the Prime Minister were 
not available for public consumption, from ob-
servation, the Committees cover the key eco-
nomic sectors, especially agriculture. In fact, 
food security has once again been scrutinized 
under COVID-19, which may have sparked a 
‘back yard gardening’ project by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Climate Smart Agriculture 
Project. Five hundred beneficiaries, including 
vulnerable households and home care centres 
for the aged, benefited from the program.15 

Despite this multi-sectoral approach, tourism 
seems to be at the forefront of the recovery ef-
fort. In this regard, commercial air traffic is 

14 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/04/cabinet-appro-
ves-appointment-of-7-sub-committees/ 
15 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/08/extension-as-
sistants-training-as-part-of-covid-19-backyard-garde-
ning-initiative/ 
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slowly increasing; some hotels which can cre-
ate a ‘bubble’ are being considered for reopen-
ing; and limited cruise activity has been dis-
cussed, with the option of having designated 
beaches for tourists to visit, excluding them 
from the rest of the public16. The construction of 
a number of hotels/beach resorts has 
(re)started, indicating that stay-over tourism is 
high on the economic development agenda. 
Moreover, the SGU is considered as ‘educa-
tional tourism’, contributing significantly to the 
economic growth and development of the is-
land’s economy. There is no wonder then, that 
a task force has been established to seek out 
the most efficient, safe and fastest manner to 
get students back on campus.  

On the ground, economic activity outside of 
tourism seems to be slowly picking up. Many of 
the micro-small and medium enterprises are re-
opening. Private buses are plying their trade 
with maximum load capacities restored, but 
with restrictions, including regular sanitizing 
and wearing of face coverings. Restaurants are 
allowed to serve food indoors; bars are func-
tioning and other key activities are picking up. 
This multi-sectoral approach is a critical effort 
by the government to get the economy function-
ing again, yet the fruits of this labor may not be 
immediately discernable.   

Post Covid-19 recovery and the 
Sustainable Development Goals 

The COVID-19 pandemic occurred at the same 
time the Government of Grenada launched its 
National Sustainable Development Plan, 2020-
2035 (NSDP), which is tightly coupled to the 
Sustainable Development Agenda 2030, driven 
by the SDGs17. The NSDP is implemented 
through Medium Term Action Plans (MTAPs). 
The Technical Working Group (TWG), the body 
responsible for the drafting of the NSDP, 
agreed that no major revisions of the plan were 
required; but that some of the priorities in the 

 
16 https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/10/statement-
about-returning-cruise-calls-to-grenada/ 
17 https://www.natio-
nalplan2030.gd/docs/NSDP20202035.pdf 

NSDP would need to be reset, entailing the fast 
tracking and/or delaying of some actions. In the 
MTAP 2020-2022, these priority actions were 
drafted, vis-à-vis developing a plan for dealing 
with public health issues and expanding the Na-
tional Disaster Management Agency (NADMA) 
to respond to major pandemics18. These are 
aligned to SDG 3: health. Grenada is committed 
to implementing and meeting the SDGs; how-
ever, as with many other nations, the global 
pandemic will pose new challenges in accom-
plishing these goals.  

Useful Sources 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (2020). IMF 
country report No 20/161. Retrieved: 
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issu
es/2020/05/13/Grenada-Request-for-
Disbursement-Under-the-Rapid-Credit-
Facility-Press-Release-Staff-Report-49412 

 World CIA Fact Book. 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/gj.html  

 National Plan Secretariat (2020). Medium Term 
Action Plan, 2020-2022 

 National Plan Secretariat (2020). National Sus-
tainable Development Plan, 2020-2036. Re-
trieved: https://www.national-
plan2030.gd/docs/NSDP20202035.pdf  

 Now Grenada (2020-03-12). St. George’s Uni-
versity follows guidance to stem the spread of 
COVID-19. Retrieved: https://www.nowgre-
nada.com/2020/03/st-georges-university-fol-
lows-guidance-to-stem-the-spread-of-covid-
19/ 

 Now Grenada (2020-03-20). Prime’s National 
Address. Retrieved: Now Grenada (2020-03-
25). Announcement of limited state of 
emergency. Retrieved: 
https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/anno
uncement-of-limited-state-of-emergency/ 

 Now Grenada (2020-04-30). Cabinet approves 
appointment of 7 sub-committees: As part of 

18 Medium Term Action Plan for Grenada 2020-2022 
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